












Suggested Activities Before 
the Performance

Goal 1 Standard B
Determine if The Nutcracker is fiction or non-fiction and why.  List the 
main ideas of the story.

Goal 1 standard C
Find different versions of the story written for children.  Read several and 
discuss the versions with students.  Discuss the characters and how they 
interact with one another.  Compare and contrast the different versions.

Goal 4 Standard A
Prepare questions about the ballet, music or performance with the stu-
dents.  What do they want to find out about at the performance?  Assign 
groups of students different questions to answer when they attend the 
performance.  The students can report their answers after the perfor-
mance.

Goal 27 standard a
Talk about good audience behavior before the performance.  What are 
the roles of the audience and performers?  Talk about how to behave in 
the Coronado Theatre.  Good audience behavior is mostly common cour-
tesy and common sense:  Applaud at the end of a dance in an appro-
priate way - there’s no need to shout or cheer as you might at a sports 
event, sit quietly during the show so others are not disturbed, no eating 
or drinking during the performance, and dress comfortably but appropri-
ately for the theater.  Students can practice good audience behavior dur-
ing class when other students present their work for the rest of the class.

Goal 27 standard B
How do fiction stories reflect our world?  What can they teach modern 
day people about the world today?  Write, present, or perform your 
response.

Goal 1 standard C
Ask students which character in the story is like someone they know.  
Have students write about it then draw both the character in the story 
and the person they know.

Goal 2 standard a
Students can be drama/dance critics, have them write a review of the 
performance.  Which characters stand out and why?  Can you tell what 
the characters are thinking from the dancer’s actions?  Can you follow 
the story?  Are the performers clear in telling the story, why or why not?  
Have students be descriptive in their review.

Goal 2 standard B
Create a talk show and interview characters from the story.  Have stu-
dents ask the characters why they behaved as they did during the ballet.  
Learn more about the characters of the story by creating a biography for 
them.  Encourage them to use their imagination but keep it consistent 
with the character already presented in the ballet.

Goal 3 standard C
Have students rewrite the story from one of the character’s points of 
view.  What does the character see, think, feel, and do in response to 
events in the story?

Goal 4 standard B
Have students design their own production of “The Nutcracker”.  In-
clude a budget.  How much would it cost to present a ballet produc-
tion?  What sort of costumes and sets would they use to represent 
the characters and situations of the play?
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Suggested Activities after 
the Performance continued

Goal 25 standard a
Discuss the characters and how well they were portrayed during the per-
formance.  Discuss the differences between a play and a ballet.  Com-
munication is accomplished without words in ballet.  How did the dancer 
convey emotions, idea, and information conveyed between characters in 
the story?  How did Tchaikovsky’s music set the mood for each dance?  
Did the music help the student’s understanding of the story and the 
characters?

Goal 26 standard a
Have students be critics.  They can write a review of the performance.  
How are the ballet movements similar or different from hip-hop, jazz, 
modern, or other forms of dance?

Goal 27 standard a
Discuss the theater experience.  Was it what they expected?  How was 
the trip to the Coronado similar or different from a trip to the movie the-
ater, or TV?  Describe the set design, costumes, lighting and sound of 
the live orchestra.  How did these elements lend themselves to telling the 
story?  How did the lighting enhance the production?

The lights dim, the 
orchestra plays the opening 

notes.  The curtain parts 
and the magic begins.  


